"He prayed that all your prayers be answered."
For all we know, our blessings are not the fruits of our prayers alone, but those of another praying for us.
My prayer for you today is that all your prayers are answered.
-Author unknown (I searched for the author of this story, and every reference said "author unknown." If anyone knows the author, please let me know).
Friends of God
God created us for fellowship. We need each other. We need friends. Our best example in any relationship is Jesus. His last days before His crucifixion were spent trying to prepare His friends for His departure. The discourse begins in John 13 but He was especially tender when He addressed His closest friends in the middle of chapter 15.
In John 15:9-17, what we hear Jesus saying is "I chose you as My friends and now I am going to die for you. If you love Me, you will obey Me by loving one another." Both verses 12 and 17 put love for our friends in the form of a commandment. Verse 13 says that our friendship is measured by our willingness to sacrifice.
Friends were important to Jesus. He sought friends, dined with friends (was accused of being friends with sinners), visited friends (Mary, Martha and Lazarus) and ultimately died for His friends. If our Lord needed friends, how much more do we need them?
Other Biblical Examples of Friendship

Paul and Timothy
In 2 Timothy, we find Paul's last words to his dear friend Timothy. Although Paul asked Timothy to visit several times in this letter, we have no evidence that he ever saw Timothy again. In fact, Paul seemed to be aware that his death was imminent. Scholars believe that he died shortly after this letter was written. These were possibly his last written words. Knowing that his time was short, Paul took the time to write to Timothy.
He had many things he needed to say. In this letter (as in the previous one), Paul instructed his friend, encouraged him, and let him know how important Timothy was to Paul and to Kingdom work.
Just as Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to counsel and stand alongside of us, Paul demonstrated that those are the characteristics of a true friend. Just observe the tender references that Paul had for Timothy.
• The greeting to Timothy, my dear son (1:2)
• Timothy, I thank God for you (1:3).
• I long to see you (1:4).
• Words of encouragement in 1:5-8.
• Words on instruction in 1:9-12.
• Encouragement to follow Paul's example (2:1-3).
• Warned his friend of danger (3:1)
• Reminded Timothy to remain faithful (3:14)
• Don't be afraid. Finish the work (4:5).
• Come to see me (4:9).
• Asked for a special favor. Bring my coat, books and papers (4:13).
• Hurry! (4:21). It's as if Paul said, "I really need you. Hurry!" Paul's last words were full of praise for other friends as well:
• Onesiphorus (1:16-18)
• Luke (4:11)
• Prisca and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus (4:19)
• Erastus, Trophimus, Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia and other brethren • What have you learned from these examples?
• Are you in a mentoring relationship? Paul taught Timothy many things, but it was also evident that Timothy's friendship brought much value to Paul's life. As a mother of adult sons, I have learned much from their wisdom. Can you see the value of this special relationship for both the person being mentored and the mentor?
Guidelines for Friendships
! Be God's friend first (James 2:23, 4:4).
! After God, your spouse (if you have one) should be your best friend. Husbands and wives have a very special relationship (Ephesians 5:21-33).
! Ask God whom He wants you to befriend (Matthew 11:19) .
Choose wisely, but know that He wants you to befriend both believers and unbelievers. How will unbelievers become believers if we don't love them into the Kingdom of God? One caution in such a relationship is to be strong enough in your Christian walk that the unbeliever cannot influence you to do worldly things. If a relationship tends to bring you down, and you are not able to be strong and help the other person up, then it may be best to dissolve the relationship. This is true especially among young people who are so easily influenced. There is also a special caution in the dating arena. One youth pastor I know tells his young people, "never date someone whom you would not consider a worthy candidate as a spouse." However, I think that some Christians err on the other side as well and determine never to become friends with anyone who is not a Christian. That is definitely not a Biblical standard. Your best friends will probably be Christians, but if you have an evangelistic heart, God will lead you to befriend those who need to know Him. Of course, Jesus was a friend of sinners and we should be, too. However, we should recognize the limitations of that relationship.
The godly give good advice to their friends; the wicked lead them astray (Proverbs 12:26 NLT).
Questions for reflection:
• Have you considered the Biblical guidelines for friendship?
• Have you ever had a friendship that was destructive? If you are still in that friendship, what should you do about it?
• How do you think making God your top priority in life affects the relationship you have with your friends?
• 
• How important is it for you to choose your friends wisely?
• In the verses above, what catches your attention? Are there some principles here that you have not thought of before?
Special Christian Friendships
There is a special friendship/kinship among believers, but even in the family of God, you should choose your friends wisely. 
Questions for reflection:
• It has been said that you are known by the company you keep. How do you respond to that statement?
• Are your friends helping you mature in your Christian faith? Do they tend to hold you back?
• Reflect on the Christian friends who have helped you grow in your relationship to God. Does someone stand out?
• Do you allow your Christian friends the opportunity to correct your behavior if needed? Do you have an "accountability partner"?
• Do you remember to thank God for those special friends? In what ways can you show your gratitude?
